5/^/Sk - Testimony of J. Edgar Hoover 



(V5-P99) HOOVER; 



(V5-P101) 



... I have been unable to find any scintilla of evidence 
showing any foreign ... or domestic conspiracy that 
culminated in the assassination of President Kennedy. 

... There have been publications and books written, 
the contents of which have been absurd and without a 
scintilla of foundation of fact. 

... Reports in which there is a controversial issue 
or where statements have been made of the existence of 
some particular thing that we have never heard of before,' 

X myself go over these to see that we haven't missed any- 
thing or haven't had any gap in the investigation so it 
can be tied down. 

... I think when a book or article of that (Buchanan's) 
type comes out that deals with the assassination ... 
it should be gone into from an investigative point of 
view ... 



DULLES; ... I wish you would add to your list a book called, 
"The Red Roses of Dallas" by a man named Gun. lie is a 
more reliable correspondent. 

... He has been living in this country since I 9 L 6 . 

I have met him over here. Let's see, he was in Dallas 
at the time. He was then reporting, I think, for the 
Italian newspaper Epoca. 

. . . He might have been lying. This book is full of 
lies. But I think it is a book that ought to be added, 
too, and I will see that a copy is sent to the Bureau. 



HOOVER: I would appreciate that. 



7 / 23 / 6 L - Testimony of Eddy Raymond (Buddy) Walthers, Deputy Sheriff plain 

clothes criminal investigator. 

At the sound of the shots he said he ran from Main and Houston 
across to the north side of Elm Street and joined the other 
police behind the solid board stockade fence on the grassy 
knoll in searching through the. parking area and railroad yards 
to the west of tho TSBD building. Then he returned to Elm 
Street and ... 



( V7-p5^6 ) WALTHERS : 



(V7-P550) LXEBELER : 



• . . (I) went over on this grassy area right in here 
... Between Elm and Main, and started looking at the 
grass to see if some shots had been fired and some of * 
them might have chugged into the turf here and it would 
give an indication if some had really been, if they were 
really shots and not just blanks or something, and a 
man ... (Tague, told him that something had struck his 
cheek over on Main Street ) . . . and X started to search 
in that immediate area (on Main Street) and found a plaoe 
on the curb there in the .Main Street lane there close to 
the underpass where a projectile had struck that ourb. . , 

There has also been a story, some sort of story that 
you were supposed to have found a spent bullet. 



WALTHERS; Yesj that's what the story was in this book, and man, 

I've never made a statement about finding a spent bullet. 




LIEBELER: You never found any spent bullet? 

X 

I never did in all of my life tell anybody I 



WALTHERS; No; 



found a bullet other than where* it hit. 



3 
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i NOTE: The book Dulles mentions, "The Red Roses _of Dallas 11 by Nerin 

E. Gun, first appeared in French. This French version did not have 
I the enclosed picture in it. The English version, entitled "The Red 

I Roses from Texas 11 by Nerin E. Gun, did have the enclosed picture in it. 

In view of the fact that the "Secret Service agent" in the picture is, 
in reality. Sheriff Bill Decker, Walthers is pretty cute in his denial 
that he was "looking for a bullet with any Secret Service agent" — — 
in the picture he was looking for a bullet with Sheriff Bill Decker. 



NOTE: Commission Exhibit 2580 has no first page - - Page 1 is missing. 

Compare with the information contained on the first page of Commission 
Exhibit 2585, Buchanan's book "Who Killed Kennedy?" investigation by 
FBI, 'to try to figure out why they left it out. 
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4. CLAIM : Oswald was treated at Parkland Be mortal 

Hospital, Dells*. Texas , at the age of eevea after aa uueabllt 
accident. Pages 134 and 1*9. 

norggTXQATIOW i ImrM ef the he* vital do net 
substantiate Gun's data. Those records do shoe, however, that 
Oswald, at age five, was treated as as emergency ease oa April IS, 

1*43, for aa injury sustained when hit in the left eye by a rock. 

Be was treated with ice packs and discharged ea April It, 1*4S. 

8. CIA IB: A doctor ezaslniag President Kennedy nt 

Parkland Memorial hospital found on his stretcher n bullet that, 
without doubt, had fallen fros one ef the President's wounds In 
the course of surgical nsnsurns. Page 133. 

INVESTIGATION : The Secret Service has advised this 

bureau that - the - intact - bullet found in the hospital In connection 
with the assassination was reportedly found aa It fell fros a 
stretcher used in the handling and treatsent of Texas Governor 
John B. Co anally. This bullet was examined by the FBI Laboratory 
and wan found to have boon fired fros the rifle owned by Oswald. 

«. CLAIM ; A "Buddy Walthers" of the Dallas County 
Sheriff's Office - at liras that the shots, or at least one of the 
shots, fired la the assassination had cose fros the overpass la 
frost of the Presidential so tor cade. In addition, Walthers ran 
1 in that direction and with a Secret Service Agent found a ballot, 

"the fourth ballet," la the grass near the overpass. Pages 133 - 

and 3U. 

INVEST IGATION : Walthers la undoubtedly Eddie Baysond 

Waltham of the SEES! County Sheriff’s Office who has denied asking 
the shore atnteaent regarding the origin of the bullet, has denied 

advised that It has aa knowledge of nay sf Its Agents f lading a 
-fourth bullet." 

T. CLAIM ; The number of employee# la the Texan School 
Book Depository - building la referred to aa >1 and more than 330. 

Pages 133 and 20d. 

INVESTIGATION: In connection with this Bureau's Inquiry, 

signed stnteoenta were taken fros 73 Individuals reportedly working 
la this building on the day of tbo assassination and It wan detr- 
ained that two individuals la the building on tbo day la question worn 
m alok leave on the day when the signed statements were taken. 

- * - 
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«. CLAIM ; Captain Will frits. Chief of Detoctivos of 
the aualcipnl ponce of Dallas, had tbs description of Oswald broad- 
cast ever tho police radio syaton nf ter he had been advised by Boy g. 
Truly, Superintendent of the Texas School Book Depository, that 
Oswald wns sinning frnm nan hullSlag. Pages 1SJ and 1*4. 



INV ES TIGATION ; Captain 3. W. Frit*. Dallas Police 
Department, nan asvxaeo that he did sot have a deserlptlsa of Oswald 
broadcast for fear that Oswald night learn ho was wanted. Captain 
Frits has also stated that he did not advise anyone else nt she 
Dallas Dalles Department of Oswald's description. The description 
broadcast by the Dallas Police Department at. 13:43 p.m. sa 
November 33, 1**3, was obtained fros an unidentified individual who 
furnished the Information to a police official at the scene sf the 
Texas Bohool Book Depository Building. It is noted that at the »*— 
of the above broadcast Captain Fritz had not yet been advised by 
Kr. Truly that Oswald was missing from tho building. 



I. CIAIH; According to police, Karl an Oswald Is said 
to haws recognized tho weapon of tho crime as belonging to bmz 
husband. Page 1*7. , 

INVESTIGATION* Karina Oswald advised an Agent of 
Doreen on :ov*noer 22, 1*63, that she had been shown a rifle at the 
Dallas Police Department on that date that had been reportedly found 
la the Texas School Book Depository Building. She advised that- she 
was unable to Identify It positively as the saas rifle kept la She 
garsgo at lira. Xuth Paine’s residence by Oswald. 



DCTOTIGATICCT : After Oswald's arrest, he admitted to 

Dallas Police Department Interrogators and FBI Agents that he had 
boss living at 103* North Beckley Street, la Dallas, Texas. Severer, 
ao such paper was feuad among photographs of tho articles la Oswald's 
wallet shown aa FBI Agent oa November 24, 1*C3. 

U, CLAIM : la a certain photograph taken by aa amateur 

at the passing k>t the President's procession, Oswald can clearly be 
seen brandishing the rifle ef the crime and the pistol which served 
te kill Dallas Polios Officer Tipplt. Pugs 1*3. 



INVESTIGATION: Investigation by this Bursas has 

to develop acy information regarding tho existence of sash a 
photograph. 



• I - 
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13. CIAIH : The Dallas Polios Department found on 

Oswald after bis ‘arrest the Post Office Box number to which tho 
alleged assassination rifle had been shipped. Page 1SS. 

INVESTIGATION j No such Item was oboervod by* Agsnta of 

, this BureaXT^asdaSrpBS’ESgraph* of things takes from Oswald when he 
wan arrested. 

13. CLAIM : Oswald affirmed to Paulino Bates, publle 

stenographer of Fort North, Texas, in June, 1982, that he had 
become a "secret ageat" of the Dal tod States Govsrumout sad that 
bo was soon going to return to Buasla "for Washington." Pago 173. 

INVESTIGATION : Hiss Bats# baa denied a aswapaper report 

that Oswald tola her 'ho was working for tho United States Department 
of State. She baa advised that whoa Oroald first told her that tho 
State Department had advised him he would bo oa his own while la 
Buasla sbo assumed that bo was working with tho Department of Stats, 
However, she realized Inter that her assumption was false. 

Id. CIAIH : One Luclo Lopes, employed by tho Bexicaa 

bus line, Transportes Frontora, recognised Oswald oa television as 
' a passentar who had asked his to indicate a cheap hotel and then 
-to obtain a reduction la tbo Federal tax on tho ticket. Gun claims 
that Lopes showed him Oswald's name oa a lint of travelers creasing 
the border Into Mexico. In addition, topes stated that Chrwald con- 
fided la him an intention to go to Cuba and asked him if a secret 
routs oxlstod. Pages 173 and 174. 

INVESTIGATION: Our Inquiry has shown that a Luclo Lopes 

Medina, baggage 'aa<T "zVelght handler for Traasportea Frontora la 
Mexico City, believes he wrote "Oswld" on an October 2, 1*83, mani- 
fest of the bus line. However, Medina has stated he had ao personal 
recollection ef Oswald, could not recognise Oswald In a photograph 
as anyonn who had been at the bus terminal, and did mot believe 
Oswald esbarked on the bus noted la tho manifest. 



15. CIAIH : At the time of Oswald's trip to Mexico ho 

was under surveillance by tbo FBI, Page 178, 

INVESTIGATION: Oswald wa a not under day-by-day 

surveillance - by“ this" bureau and was sot "wanted" In the sense of 
a fugitive. This Bureau was, of course, alert to any information 
which would indicate that a Soviet intelligence service had am 
interest la Oswald and was la contact with him. 
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t Ho Bean Hi A <r 
Rf. BauUM£. 

N After typing the 10 pages, she told bin she had typed 
310 worth of material end would bo glad to type tho romaloder 
of his oetee oa credit. Be wee aot agreeable te this sad picked 
Up bin notes sad typed pagan, paid her with a 310 bill and left. 

Be mover returned. 

After typing the notes, ebe meatioeed this to her friend, 
CABOLDtB HAMILTON, who Is a reporter far The Tort Worth PressI 
Later, CABOLINB HAMILTON told bar her people had tried wneuoodae- 
fully to eoatact US OSWALD regarding his diary. 

After President KXNWXDT wns nesnnalantod, she wns asm* 

- tasted by CAX0LINX HAMILTON. 7his «»n tbo first tine she had 
tied up IS OSWALD with tbo aaoasoiaatloa. 

Oa tho aftoroooh of Kovesbor 3*. 1*83, sbo had a re-* 
corded interview with the television network la her office. Che 
pointed out tbs story by CABOLINB HAMILTON which appeared in the 
Port Worth Press os November 2$, 1963 is currect in every detail 
with the ome exception that LXX OSWALD never stated he wan working 
for tho United States State Department. She explained LXX OSWALD 
stated the State Department wan reluctant te give him e vine and 
told him he would be on his oea while in Busela. Prom this eta te- 
nant mbs st first assumed be was working with tho State Departeent 
but Inter realised her aeeuaption wns fnlso. 

About 3:30 PH, November 2*. 1*83, sbo received n phono 
••11 nt her office from n woman who stated she was Mm. 03w*u), 
mother Of LBS OSWALD. Mrs. OSWALD stated "l cannot tell you where 
1 an because I am under tight security. I heard an interview of 
your on tho radio regarding typing LXX ’a diary. I remember him 
saying bo had n public stenographer type bom of hie notes. I 
wish you wouldn't talk with anyone about this until I can talk 
with you. Otherwise you msy hurt his widow and the children." 

DA7HS stated she explained to Mrs. OSWALD sbe had 
originally boos intervened by a television network and bad received 
almost 100 telephone calls from the news media from nil over the 
Baited States. She aleo pointed out thero was nothing of a 
derogatory severe la any ef her statement# to the preen and tele- 
vision people. Mrs. OSWALD merer mentioned if ohm know whore 

'7 
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